GERMANY AND WESTERN CIVILIZATION

The Fascist revolt is obviously more perverse than the Com-
munist one. There is only a modicum of truth in it. We de-
feated it by marshaling more power in the name of justice than
it could marshal in the name of pride. Communism is not so
easily defeated. Its tyranny may be strikingly similar to the
Fascist variety, but it draws its spiritual strength from moral
utopianism rather than moral cynicism. Being a deeper corrup-
tion of the universal ideals of Western civilization, our engage-
ment with it will be more prolonged and will require more than
military might for its conquest.

The fact that Germany was, in a sense, the locus of both of
these rebellions points to some remarkable potentialities in
German life, both good and evil. Germany was one of the most
highly developed nations, technically and culturally, in the
Western world. This is not the first time in history that insanity
has grown out of a deranged precosity. We cannot enumerate all
the virtues and vices which contributed to the German disaster,
though it is very important to refute the naive notions of some
modern social psychologists who imagine that every collective
evil is but the cumulation of private vices. More frequently col-
lective evils arise out of misplaced private virtues. The virtues
of German diligence and cohesiveness became an evil when
they furnished the Fascist monster with the sinews of war. The
virtues of German cultural profundity were, on the other hand,
curiously related to the tragic political ineptness of the German
people, their inability to make the compromises and to indulge
in the give-and-take which makes democracy possible. Further-
more, the development of an industrial revolution without a
genuine revolt of the middle classes against the feudal order had
brought the tradition of feudal militarism into conjunction with
the efficiency of an industrial civilization. These and many more
reasons made Germany the locus and the instrument of one of
the most monstrous evils against which our civilization has ever
contended.

Since our defeat of Germany we have been engaged in an
effort to "re-educate" the German people. This effort has not
been too successful because remnants of wartime hatred and
vindictiveness were bound to be mingled with the pride of vic-